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GWC’s network

30+
countries

100+
partners

3,000+
communities

Extensive local  
subject-matter  
experts
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women for water  
is a Global Water  

Challenge platform 

GWC is a coalition  
of leading organizations 
committed to achieving 
universal access to safe, 
affordable and reliable  
water, sanitation and  
hygiene (WASH).

women for water leverages
GWC’s network and expertise 
to scale demonstrated
approaches, and support
continuous innovation for
enhanced impact.

Bringing together 
people and partners to 
empower women and 

girls and transform 
communities through  

the catalytic impact  
of water. 
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The 
challenges 
women  
AND GIRLS 
face…

90%
of women’s income is reinvested    
back into their families and 
communities as compared to men 
who reinvest around 30 - 40%. (2)

50%
of girls in the 
world do not 
attend school. (4)

$10t
Estimated annual value  
of women’s unpaid work  
is $10 trillion – equivalent  
to 13% of global GDP. (6)

  

Today, women  
and girls will spend 

200  
million  

hours  
collecting water. (5)

Women haul 40-80lb  
(18-36 kg) of water home. 
They sometimes repeat  
this journey several times  
a day. (1)

Women are  
responsible for 

72% 
of water  
collected. (7)

In India, it is estimated that  
the national cost of women 
fetching water is equivalent to 

150 million       

workdays
each year. (8)
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6  The Power of Parity: How 
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 of WATSAN Services, 2019
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By 2030, women for  
water will support  
the empowerment  
of women and girls in  
10,000 communities across  
the world through access  
to improved wash and  
life skills programs.
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TIME SAVINGS
Close proximity to water 
sources provides women 

and girls with more time to 
reinvest in other activities, 
including those related to 
education or enterprise. 

SAFETY + 
SECURITY

Women and girls are often 
harassed or attacked when 

collecting water from remote 
sources. More accessible 

clean water improves 
safety during collection.

SHIFTS ROLES
+ NORMS

These outcomes challenge 
traditional gender norms and 

foster an enabling environment  
for women's empowerment.

LEADERSHIP
+ SKILLS

WASH interventions, such 
as water kiosks, provide 

opportunities for 
women to gain critical 

agency, leadership skills, 
and a respected voice 

in the community. 

NUTRITION
Access to improved

 water for irrigation enables 
women to grow and provide 

more nutritious foods 
for themselves 

and their families.

THE RIPPLE 
EFFECT

HEALTH
Access to WASH and 

water is linked to improved 
reproductive health, 

decreased gender-based 
violence and reduced risk 

for disease and illness.

EDUCATION
WASH access in schools 

increases girl student 
attendance, attainment and 

achievement. Limiting 
time spent collecting water 

also increases a girl’s ability 
to pursue an education.

INCOME
Time saved during water 
collection can be spent 

pursuing income-generating
opportunities or 
entrepreneurial 

ventures. 
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Water is the  
common thread  
to alleviate women’s 
empowerment BARRIERS 
in communities of need.

The path-breaking Ripple Effect Study 
identified eight fundamental ways that  
water enables women’s empowerment.* 

The presence of clean water, sanitation  
and hygiene in a community creates  
an enabling environment for women  
and girls to reach their potential.

*

*The 2018 Study, done in partnership 
with Ipsos, was commissioned by the 
Water and Development Alliance (WADA), 
a global partnership between USAID  
and Coca-Cola, to understand the  
linkage between water access  
and women’s empowerment.
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Program Types

Water access
Provides reliable drinking 
water and water for 
productive use.

Sustainable  
agriculture
Equips women farmers 
with resources and training 
to overcome barriers to 
agricultural productivity.

Sanitation
Enables young women  
to attend school during 
menstruation and improves 
conditions in healthcare 
facilities.

Small business 
creation
Facilitates training and 
resources that enable 
women to start and manage 
their own enterprises.

 

communities
are transformed 
When women and  
girls have access  
to water. 
MASS Support is critical  
to take our proven
programs to scale. 



Armenia
Cameroon   
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
eSwatini 
Georgia
Ghana
India 
Jordan
Kazakhstan 

Kenya
Kyrgyzstan
Mozambique   
Pakistan 
Rwanda 
South Africa
Tanzania
Uganda
USA
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We aim to reach 10,000 
communities through WASH  
and life skills programs by 2030.

Our programs are 
currently implemented 
in various communities 

within the following 
countries:

RAPIDLY
EXPANDING
IMPACT In 
Communities  
Of Need.
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    women  
for water 

DELIVERS  
compelling  

and effective 
engagement 

opportunities.

Strategic advisory
Insights and strategic planning

Program design and management
Prioritization and oversight

Partnerships
Partnership identification, pairing  
and communications

Campaign development
Turnkey communication tools  
and fundraising support

Monitoring and evaluation
Custom data collection and  
impact assessment
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•  Network of best-in-class 
implementation partners

•  High-impact investments  
in priority countries

•  Mobilization of key 
stakeholders

•  Knowledge sharing  
and thought leadership

•  Program design, 
management and 
monitoring

•  Branded assets and 
campaign management

custom 
campaigns

MULTI-SECTOR
Advocacy

Local 
IMPACT

Partner Services
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Join us IN 
EMPOWERING
LIVES THROUGH 
EVERY DROP
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Be informed
Learn about the issues, 
solutions and our programs

Make an impact
Join us in raising awareness
and funds

Spread the word
Rally your networks 
to amplify results

Partner up
Get your brand, company 
or community involved

womenforwater.com 
2900 S Quincy Street, Suite 375, Arlington,  
VA 22206 USA, T: +1 (703) 379 2713
Victoria McLeod at vmcleod@womenforwater.com
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